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Best New Restaurant

1. Bell Book & Candle 
141 West 10th Street, NYC 
I went here because I heard they get their 
food locally and everything on the menu 
is sustainable. They also grow their own 
veggies in the garden on the roof. You can’t 
get much fresher than that! The Amish 
chicken is something to NOT pass up. It 
melts in your mouth! The short ribs are 
another dish everyone raves about. I would 
also recommend the pretzels and bean dip 
appetizer…delish!

2. Beauty & essex 
146 essex Street, NYC
A hidden gem behind a Lower East Side 
Pawn Shop, Beauty & Essex totally captures 
the trendy New York restaurant scene. The 
atmosphere is lively and the décor is fabulous 
with delicious small plates, potent cocktails, 
and doughnuts for dessert. What more could 
a girl ask for?

kathryn allred 
Planner 
FoodNetwork.com

3. hudson Clearwater  
447 Hudson Street, NYC
Forget the secret entrance, the food here is 
amazing—root vegetable shortcake appetizer, 
black sea bass entrée and lemon bar dessert 
had me dreaming about this meal days later.

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

4. imperial no. 9 
Mondrian SoHo, 9 Crosby Street, NYC
Let me just say, when you go there—sit out in 
the garden...magical! Now on to the food—
YUM to everything ordered! My suggestions 
are definitely the cauliflower fritters (A 
MUST and I don’t really love cauliflower!), 
the king crab legs, kampachi, blue corn grits 
(INSANE!) and please don’t leave without 
getting the salted caramel ice cream!

5. Joy Burger Bar 
361 Sixth Avenue, NYC
I am a burger snob and Joy’s serves up one 
of the best I ever had! Perfectly cooked and 
probably the juiciest burger I have ever 
sunk my teeth into. It’s also one of the least 
expensive burgers I have had in the city. Love 
their array of sauces (garlic mayo, chimichurri 
and spicy mango are the yummiest)! Their 
fries are pretty awesome as well.

1
6. m. wells
21-17 49th Avenue, Long island City 
This husband and wife duo creates some 
of the most interesting and delicious 
combinations. Make sure you get the sausage 
and egg sandwich—it comes on a homemade 
English muffin! 

kristen prinzo 
Integrated Marketing Manager 
Food Network Magazine

7. niko 
170 Mercer Street, NYC
Love the vibe in this place. I have to say, I was 
pleasantly surprised at how good the sushi 
was. I must suggest that the short rib is out 
of this world. I am going back just for that! 
The octopus salad was so good, as well as the 
Tokyo Fried Chicken! Please ask them for a 
side order of the super rice. This place  
is now one of my favorites. 

8. soCial eatz
232 east 53rd Street, NYC
I have come back here for one thing and one 
thing only—the ribs! They literally fall off the 
bone and the sauce, I want to drink it by the 
glass. I dream of these things. My best friend 
really likes the bibimbap burger and doesn’t 
stop moaning while eating it…it’s actually 
annoying. I tasted it and it was awesome…so 
juicy and the egg on top—SO GOOD!

5
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1. CalexiCo Cart 
SoHo 
Corner of Prince & Wooster Streets, NYC
I come here every day for lunch ever since my 
co-worker turned me on to it. First of all it’s 
cheap ($9 and below) and more importantly, 
it’s SO bleeping good, OMG! If I had to 
recommend a dish—definitely the Carne 
Asada and Vegetarian taco and burrito. Your 
taste buds will freak out. AND don’t forget to 
order their extra ‘Crack Sauce,’ It’s addicting!

2. nyonya 
199 Grand Street, NYC
Best Malaysian food in my opinion! People 
come here in droves for the Roti Canai…
simply the best! Also love the bread with 
curry sauce. If you like curry chicken, the Nasi 
lemak is beyond amazing! 

3. prosperity dumpling 
46 eldridge Street, NYC
Let’s start with the fact that for $2, you will 
get served up eight of the tastiest dumplings 
you will ever eat (my favorites are the Fried 
Pork & Chive or the vegetable and pork). Ok, 
so that’s just for starters. Other things to 
add to your menu of choices—people travel 
from far here for the sesame pancake with 
vegetables or beef (both under $2.50) and for 
only a buck, you will enjoy the most delicious  
Pork Fried Bun. My friends and I hit  
up this place almost every week.

4. soup kiosk 
94 Prince Street, NYC
I can’t say enough about this place…
homemade soup on a cold winter day—come 
here. I am a fan of their Chicken Vegetable—
just like Grandma made. I heard people rave 
about their Clam Chowder but I have never 
gotten it. During the summer they make the 
most amazing smoothies! Most items are 
under $7…can’t beat that.

5. the Commodore 
366 Metropolitan Avenue, Brooklyn
I love this place. I am a starving artist and 
this place caters to my kind. All menu items 
are below $11—score! The most popular 
items are 3 Thighs with Biscuits (best fried 
chicken you will ever eat—and get the honey 
butter—amazing!), Cheeseburger is best in 
the city, Adult Cheese (like a grilled cheese 
but better), and a frozen Mojito. Take note: 
they have some amazing drinks!

6. tehuitzingo 
695 Tenth Avenue, NYC
Hidden in the back of an unassuming bodega 
in Midtown West, you’d never guess some of 
the best, cheapest, & most authentic tacos & 
tortas can be found there. Chorizo con Papas 
taco & Beef Milaneza torta are must haves!

meiling Fu 
Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

Best Cheap Eats

4
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1. Friend oF a Farmer 
77 irving Place, NYC
Warning: A line always trails out the door for 
brunch on Sat and Sun, but it moves pretty 
quickly and is well worth the wait. They serve 
warm breads to start. Warning—again—so 
addicting. Don’t fill up on this alone. My 
favorite thing on the menu is their cinnamon 
French toast (drool!) and pumpkin pancakes 
(Yum!). The French press coffee is delicious!

2. little giant 
85 Orchard Street, NYC
You MUST try their biscuits & gravy. To die 
for! Plus, the service and atmosphere are 
welcoming—perfect for a lazy Sunday brunch.

kristen prinzo 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

3. prune  
54 east First Street, NYC
Best Bloodys in the city, hands down! The 
Dutch Pancake is my favorite, but I have tried 
their Monte Crisco and it’s the best I have 
ever had. The staff here are so nice and they 
have a no-cell-phone policy—which is nice! 
If you come here for dinner, definitely try the 
bone marrow—yes, you heard right. You will 
not be sorry!

4. puBliC 
210 elizabeth Street, NYC
Best brunch service in town. The waitstaff is top 
notch, the food impeccable! My favorites are 
the coconut pancakes with ginger-lime syrup…
they will make your taste buds soar! Also, try 
the tea-infused salmon and poached eggs on 
toasted sourdough—so amazing! Their quinoa 
hashbrowns are quite tasty as well. The most 
amazing Bloody Marys in town, too! 

5. rose water 
787 union Street, Brooklyn
It’s my go-to for brunch on Saturday and I order 
the same thing each and every time: fresh fruit 
salad with yogurt, a McIntosh apple pancake 
(yup, just one!) and of course the pear ginger 
fresh juice.

allison mCentee 
Integrated Marketing Director  
Food Network Magazine

6. Vandaag 
103 Second Avenue, NYC
You can’t go wrong with a single item on this 
menu, but my personal favorite is the Red 
Russian Kale Salad and Smoked Mackerel 
Scramble.

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

Best Brunch
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1. BuBBy’s 
349 east 12th Street, NYC
In the wintertime, Bubby’s Matzo Ball Soup 
is a staple in my diet…and it comes delivered 
piping hot. I also love their apple pie for dessert! 
They’re super cheap and the delivery guy is so 
sweet (and knows you by your first name).

2. kitChenette 
156 Chambers Street, NYC
Their food is good and the packaging for their 
delivered food is so well done. I save the bags 
because they’re nice. I love their burgers  
and fries.

3. lantern 
311 Second Avenue, NYC
Fastest takeout in the city. The food comes 
hot and stays crisp—and it’s cheap! Their 
calamari is the bomb! 

4. moonCake Foods  
28 Watts Street (multiple locations), NYC
As they say on their website, this place is 
sometimes referred to as the ”Asian Diner.” 
Craving dumplings or miso-glazed salmon? This 
place can satiate any Asian craving.

Best Takeout

5. mee noodle shop & grill 
547 Second Avenue, NYC
I love, love, love this place and order in from it at 
least twice a week. The food is always fresh and 
the restaurant is always packed, so you know 
the food is good!

6. tina’s CuBan Cuisine 
23 West 56th Street, NYC
This place is a dream to me. The delivery is 
super fast and everything comes fresh and hot. 
I am a freak for fried sweet plantains and they 
have some of the best!

1
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1. Blue smoke 
116 east 27th Street, NYC
Best BBQ in the city—FOR SURE! I grew 
up in the South and the light and crispy 
hushpuppies reminded me of summers in 
Indiana. Their mac and cheese is mind-
blowing and their ribs—mouthwatering. 
Dessert—order nothing more than the fluffer 
nutter pie. It is the best! I love the dark, noisy 
atmosphere…felt like I was home.

2. daisy may’s BBq 
623 11th Avenue, NYC
Michael Symon, of Food Network’s The Best 
Thing I Ever Ate (BBQ), can’t resist the pulled 
pork and amazing side dishes at Daisy  
May’s BBQ.

3. Fatty Cue 
91 South Sixth Street, Brooklyn
I live at this place and my heart is paying 
for it—lol. For starters, get the pork spare 
ribs—you might just order another helping. 
They are known for and have won awards 
for their smoked crab laksa and WOW, so 
incredible. I am a big fan of their pig roast in 
the summer, too.

4. dinosaur Bar-B-que 
700 West 125th Street, NYC
The absolute BEST place to get barbecue—
love the mac and cheese!

audrey Clark 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

Best BBQ
5. Fette sau 
354 Metropolitan Avenue, Brooklyn
I live on the UWS of Manhattan—and I travel 
to Brooklyn just for this joint. This place is a 
pork extravaganza! Three items YOU MUST 
TRY: The pork belly (sweet lord, the crust 
is amazing), the brisket is mouthwatering, 
the pickles—I am obsessed. The long lines 
shouldn’t intimidate…it’s WELL WORTH IT!

6. hill Country BarBeCue market 
30 West 26th Street, NYC
This is what you call Texas Style BBQ, folks! 
This place is the real deal! Their ribs are 
better than any I have tasted—and I used to 
live in TX. The brisket is beyond moist—melts 
in your mouth. I love the atmosphere of this 
place…its loud and lively—just like a BBQ 
place should be.

3
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Southern Comfort Food 
1. amy ruth’s 
113 West 116th Street, NYC
The best dishes in this joint: the Al Sharpton, 
a chicken and waffles dish, and the Reggie 
Harris, a honey-dipped fried chicken dinner. 
The only bummer is the long lines…but 
definitely wait it out!

2. Buttermilk Channel  
524 Court Street, Brooklyn
The best fried chicken and cheddar waffles.
Enough Said.

3. georgia’s eastside BBq 
192 Orchard Street, NYC
Their fried chicken has the perfect 
consistency—light, crispy, never greasy! I 
consider it the best fried chicken in NYC. Also 
LOVE their collard greens—to die for!

kristen prinzo 
Integrated Marketing Manager 
Food Network Magazine

4. great Jones CaFé 
54 Great Jones Street, NYC
This place serves some of the best Creole 
and southern food in the city. The jambalaya 
and gumbo dishes are the best items on the 
menu. I used to live in Louisiana and was 
SUPER impressed. Steaming hot cornbread 
is served up first and I could make a meal of 
that alone. REALLY GOOD!

5. pies n’ thighs 
166 South Fourth Street, Brooklyn
Fried pickles, anyone? YOU BETCHA! They’re 
known for their delicious catfish and fried 
chicken…and OMG, they are the best! I 
always get the fried chicken box, which 
comes with mac and cheese and a delicious 
biscuit. I truly adore this place!

6. raCk & soul 
258 West 109th Street, NYC
Two words—chicken and waffles! The best 
I ever had! If you’re adventurous and really 
know southern food, try the fried crawfish 
tails with white rémoulade sauce (so 
amazing). People rave about the pulled pork 
sandwich—which I need to try…I just always 
go for the chicken. Don’t leave without trying 
the coconut pineapple cake! It’s indescribable!

7. sylVia’s 
328 Malcolm X Blvd, NYC
SYLVIA, I love you! Your ribs are legendary! 
The waffles here are so delicious, I want to bathe 
in the batter (gross, I know). I dig their jazz 
brunch but I come here anytime. Also the mac 
and cheese and collard greens are really good. 

8. red rooster 
310 Lenox Avenue, NYC
Such a cool place—from the music to the 
people to the food. Definitely order the frosty 
malted—omg, it’s thick like pudding and just 

delicious. I have had some of the best fried 
chicken here and I grew up with a family 
recipe that I thought could not be beat…well, 
Red Rooster has done it. I also recommend 
the dirty rice—AMAZING!

9. seersuCker 
329 Smith Street, Brooklyn
I’m a southern girl and it’s tough to find  
truly good southern food up here in NY, but 
with Seersucker’s biscuits (don’t forget the 
honey butter) and chicken and dumplings,  
I’m back home!

allison mCentee 
Integrated Marketing Director  
Food Network Magazine

10. good enough to eat 
483 Amsterdam Avenue, NYC
They have terrific comfort food...from 
macaroni and cheese to meatloaf to  
hearty breakfasts.

diane anderson 
Executive Account Director 
Food Network Magazine

8
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1. Big gay iCe Cream truCk  
http://twitter.com/#!/biggayicecream
I hunt this amazing truck down for my fix of 
their Choinkwich. It’s an ice cream sandwich 
with vanilla ice cream and two chocolate 
cookies, coated in caramelized bacon.

2. ChoiCe market 
318 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn
Ted Allen, of Food Network’s The Best Thing 
I Ever Ate (With Bacon), recommends 
Choice Market in Brooklyn, a neighborhood 
institution serving an awesome BLT with 
Rosemary Mayonnaise. 

3. dessert truCks works 
6 Clinton Street, Brooklyn
I have been hitting up this place since it was 
just a truck meandering around the city! 
Now that it’s a shop, I am here more often. I 
come for two things and two things only—the 
Chocolate Bread Pudding with Bacon Sauce 
(just incredible!!!) and the Bacon Custard 
(best thing you will ever taste…EVER!). Yes, I 
love my bacon. 

Best Bacon Dish
4. peels 
325 Bowery, NYC
People who come here get the bacon—they’re 
known for it, and it’s local (mucho fresh and 
tasty). The waiter said they marinate their 
bacon in molasses and smoke it over hickory. 
Amazing. I would recommend ordering the 
Make Your Own Biscuit. This way you can 
customize the bacon-to-egg-to-cheese 
ratio. SO KILLER! If that doesn’t float your 
boat—the grilled cheese on brioche with their 
yummy applewood smoked bacon. YUM!

5. print 
653 11th Avenue, NYC
I am a bacon freak and love the infamous 
Maple Bacon Sticky Buns at Print: sticky buns 
with loads of crunchy bits of bacon dripping 
with maple glaze. Just insane!

6. the BaCon BrunCh at sage 
general store 
24-20 Jackson Avenue, Queens
I live in NYC and travel to Queens for Sage’s 
3-course bacon brunch. First course, a bacon 
trio/sampler (WOW!). Second course, you 
pick either a BLT, a grilled cheese sandwich 
with bacon, a bacon casserole or a breakfast 
pizza (the casserole is my fave!). Third 
course, dessert: a chocolate and bacon 
brownie with Jack Daniel’s whipped cream 
(heavenly). The place to come if you’re a 
bacon lover. Incredible.

7. traiF 
229 South Fourth Street, Brooklyn
If you’re like me and like the perfect ratio of 
sweet and salty in your desserts, well, Traif is 
the place to go for their Bacon Donuts. They 
deep-fry them in dulce de leche, then sprinkle 
them with crispy bacon bits. Oh. My. God! 
The best thing you ever tasted!

6
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1. BaBBo ristorante e enoteCa  
110 Waverly Place, NYC
The greatest Italian food I have ever 
tasted—Batali-style! I love their tasting 
menus because you get to sample all of the 
goodness. Some of their most memorable 
dishes: Mussels “alla Tarantina” (amazing!), 
Beef Ravioli with Squab Liver and Truffles, 
Squid Ink Spaghetti with Bacon and Rock 
Shrimp, Banana Custard Pie.

2. Falai 
68 Clinton Street, NYC
My friends and I adore Falai. I recommend 
getting their Tradizione, a $65 4-course 
meal (antipasti, pasta, meat entrée and 
dessert). It’s worth the money—believe 
me! Their bread is to die for…the “Spaghetti 
Chitarra” with pesto, shrimp and a piece of 
uni is AMAZING, but the pici with wild boar 
ragu—OMG, so bleeping good! Falai is known 
for their soufflés (passion fruit is my fave!), so 
don’t deprive yourself.

3. il Corso 
54 West 55th Street, NYC
An unassuming Midtown spot with great 
wine, anitipasti options and the BEST braised 
short ribs in NYC.

4. il giglio 
81 Warren Street, NYC 
Veal chops that resemble tennis rackets, 
tableside pasta and dessert preparations, and 
impeccable service. Good combination.

matthew Felder 
Account Executive  
Food Network

Best Italian Restaurant
5. il mulino 
86 West Third Street, NYC
Italian food at its finest. You are full even 
before your appetizers after indulging in 
breads and salami and chunks of fresh 
parmesan. Perfect for a romantic date. 

6. il posto aCCanto  
190 east Second Street, NYC
Awesome/yummy Italian tapas and the best 
Italian wine list in the city (hand’s down—I’ll 
even bet my commission on it!), all in a cozy 
& casual rustic Italian setting on the LES. 
Their meatballs are fantastic and they have 
Sagrantino di Montefalco on the wine list. 
Well, that was until my 
husband & I drank it all. 
angela d’andrea 
Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

7. lupa 
170 Thompson Street, 
NYC
Lupa is seriously the best Italian spot 
in the city. Batali does it again with his 
awesomeness! I advise everyone who goes 
to get the ricotta gnocchi. I have never tasted 
anything so delicious. The dessert—definitely 
try the ricotta panna cotta with spiced 
pineapple—GREAT!

8. osteria morini 
218 Lafayette Street, NYC 
Porchetta!!! Crunchy and fatty on the outside 
and soft and tender on the inside. Perfectly 
cooked.

9. piCColo angolo 
621 Hudson Street, NYC
Simple, fresh Italian food with a no-fuss 
atmosphere.

10. ruBirosa  
235 Mulberry Street, NYC
Everyone comes to this AMAZING Italian 
restaurant for the thin crust pizza (I love the 
arugula pizza, but the meatball and vodka 
pies are pretty good, too)! UN-believable! 
Other incredible, MUST-try dishes—the black 
and white tagliatelle with TONS of seafood, 
the cannolis (better than Ferrara’s), and don’t 
get me started on the great zeppoles. They 
have great Apps, too (rice balls, bruschetta, 
salad with fresh mooze). The decor is really 
rustic and makes you feel like you’re sitting in 
someone’s wine cellar…love it!

11. sCarpetta 
355 West 14th Street, NYC
The spaghetti at Scarpetta, is impossible for 
Ted Allen to resist on Food Network’s The Best 
Thing I Ever Ate (Sauced). 

12. spasso 
551 Hudson Street, NYC 
Love Spasso so much—it’s like my second 
home—being Italian. Here’s why everyone 
must try this place: the stracciatella cheese 
with crusty, grilled bread—which everyone 
freaks over! The octopus appetizer is good; 
pork shoulder—so tender. And end this 
decadent night with the chocolate cake with a 
sprinkling of sea salt.

13. torrisi italian speCialties 
250 Mulberry Street, NYC
One of my favorite Italian spots in the city. It’s 
a sandwich shop by day, restaurant by night. 
Experts describe it as soulful Italian and I couldn’t 

agree more. From a lunch standpoint, their 
meatball parm and chicken parm are supreme! 
Their turkey roll is my fave, because it’s fresh, 
juicy home-roasted turkey and reminds me of 
Thanksgiving! Now on to dinner—definitely go 
for the $50 prix fixe. You will walk out feeling 
warm and cuddly! Try their gnocchi (the goat 
ricotta is awesome!) and most definitely the 
brussels sprouts! The menu changes daily, so 
check their website for what they’re serving the 
night you plan to go. Whatever you get, it will be 
the best! 

14. CoVo  
701 West 135th Street, NYC
Definitely off the beaten path, but well worth 
the trip. Off the West Side Highway, in a very 
unassuming spot, lives an amazing Italian 
restaurant named Covo. The restaurant was 
an old warehouse (you can tell by the high 
ceilings and exposed bricks and beams). 
Upstairs, a lounge with great music and a 
cool vibe. Downstairs, is the main dining 
room. The food is DELICIOUS and never 
disappoints. Prices are 
beyond reasonable and you 
always leave satisfied and 
wanting MORE.
Barri stern 
Executive Account Director  
Food Network Magazine



11

1. ai Fiori  
400 Fifth Avenue, NYC
Every single course is brilliant! You thought 
you tasted the best thing in your life until 
the next course arrives. 
The lamb is a must!

Carrie Cullen 
Sales Development 
Director 
Food Network Magazine

2. Blue hill 
75 Washington Place, NYC
Best tasting menu, with fresh, local 
ingredients! Some of the standouts include: 
the scallops—possibly the best I ever had and 
I am a scallop freak! The artichokes, which 
come in this broth that I want the recipe 
for—delicious. And my absolute fave dessert 
of all time: the maple butter ice cream with 
candied apple and milk jam. Awesome!

3. CheF’s taBle at Brooklyn Fare 
200 Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn
There is no menu in this place…it’s fixed at 
$100-something dollars a head. Love that you 
can look into the open kitchen while the chef 
prepares your meal. Most of the dishes are 
seafood-based. The menu starts with small 

fish dishes. One memorable starter was the 
Kumomoto oyster with oyster gelatin and 
yuzu (SICK!). After that, the main courses 
begin, all ending with a cheese course and a 
dessert. The most memorable main dish was 
the poached egg with a huge shaving of white 
truffle, topped with caviar. I will definitely 
come back again and again!

4. degustation 
239 east Fifth Street, NYC 
The best 10-course tasting menu in the city! 
For only $80, you get tons of food! Best tuna 
tartare I have ever eaten…the beef wagyu 
melts in your mouth, the croquetas deep-fried 
and amazing. Their caramel torija (Spanish 
bread pudding) dessert was so great! I love 
this place and will be back!

5. eleVen madison park 
11 Madison Avenue, NYC
The menu changes seasonally, but their 
summer tasting menu is my favorite. Actually, 
I have gone in most every season—HA! Their 
3-course tasting menu is more than 3 courses 
and lots of food. Let me pick out the absolutes 
here: the cheese puffs (oh, baby!), fois gras 
(best I ever had!), tangerine sorbet and the 
carrot cake macaroon. You are treated like 
royalty when you eat here—just another perk  
on a wonderful night out.

6. gramerCy taVern 
42 east 20th Street, NYC
I live for the tasting menu at Gramercy 
Tavern. We went here for my bday and I 
ordered the winter tasting menu. I tried the 
best fish of my life that night—smoked trout 
with onion puree! Melted in my mouth and 
I wanted to lick the plate. The service is 
unbelievable—I felt like I was the only person 
in the place. They treat their customers  
SO well!

Best Tasting Menu
7. le Bernardin  
155 West 51st Street, NYC
The seafood tasting menus are nothing 
short of supreme. It’s a treat for most people 
because the food is not cheap—but so well 
worth the splurge. Their charred octopus 
dish is my absolute favorite, but other to-
die-for dishes are the yellow fin tuna with 
Japanese pickled vegetables and crisp kombu, 
Warm and the Lobster Carpaccio and Milk 
Chocolate Ganache. Have your honey take 
you here for a night out on the town.

8. marea 
240 Central Park South, NYC 

Best Italian and best tasting menu ever! I 
enjoyed the six-course menu immensely. I still 
think about that feast! Mmmmmm, lobster 
with burrata (food-gasmic), fusilli with red 
wine braised octopus and bone marrow—my 
goodness! For dessert—nothing compares  
to the Affogato (zabaglione gelato, espresso  
and amaro)—unreal! Marea is a big celeb 
hangout as well. As it is Jay Z’s favorite spot.

9. telepan 
72 West 69th Street, NYC
There is a reason why this place is sold out 
every night…it’s the best—simply! I die for 
their Egg in the Hole and the sea bass—oh  
my Lord! And the dessert that sends everyone 
into a tizzy is the Peanut Butter & Chocolate 
Gianduja—LOVE!

10. wd~50 
50 Clinton Street, NYC
The tasting menu changes your whole 
perspective on food. An element  
of surprise in every bite.

sarah eydt 
Coordinator, Ad Sales Marketing 
Food Network

3



Best Business Lunch
1. Bar ameriCain  
152 West 52nd Street, NYC
What can I say? It’s Bobby Flay! I love 
Bar Americain. Everything on the menu is 
delicious. The decor and service are fantastic. 
A great place for business lunches, brunch 
with friends or pre-theater dinner. Love the 
red pepper crab cakes! 
The smoked chicken 
pot pie is the perfect 
comfort food!

peggy mansField 
Associate Publisher, 
Integrated Marketing 
Food Network Magazine

2. Capital grille 
120 West 51st Street, NYC
Big power lunch scene at the Capital Grille. 
Lots of media and publishing insiders. People 
come here for the steak. Best on the menu is 
the Kona Crusted Sirloin and the Filet Mignon.

3. del posto 
85 10th Avenue, NYC
Love this place, especially for client 
entertaining. My clients seem to love the 
prix fixe menu experience and the food. The 
winner with everyone seems to be the Lobster 
Risotto. I prefer the duck! I do love that a 
piano player plays live music, consisting 
heavily of the Beatles…WIN!

4. miChael’s 
24 West 55th Street, NYC 
Great for the NYC power business lunch. 
When you walk in here at lunch—you smell 
million dollar deals being made. If you want 
to feel important, go here for lunch. You see 
many people ordering the Pan-Seared Arctic 
Char—because it’s amazing.

5. periyali 
35 West 20th Street, NYC
This place has excellent Greek food and 
fresh grilled fish. The atmosphere is chic and 
relaxing, with great service for 
business lunches, too!

staCy walker 
Executive Account Director 
Food Network Magazine

6. the Four seasons restaurant 
99 east 52nd Street, NYC
If you want the ultimate power lunch 
experience in NYC, do The Four Seasons. Men 
in expensive business suits, firm handshakes 
and of course the best of food. I came here for 
an interview and I ordered the crab cakes—
said to be the best in NY. I agree: They were! 
Incredibly powerful atmosphere.

1

3
6

12



13

1. angeliCa kitChen 
300 east 12th Street, NYC
For any veggie, this is the place to eat. 
Everything is so fresh. I am addicted to the 
Marinated Tofu Sandwich. Everyone who 
gets it is in love! Their pickled veggies are the 
bomb as well! I love their soups!

2. Counter 
105 First Avenue, NYC
I love their butternut squash soup…the best. I 
am obsessed with their portobello sliders—so 
tasty and filling. Don’t leave without trying 
the carrot cake…absolutely amazing!

3. dirty Candy 
430 east Ninth Street, NYC
Best thing ever: Jalapeño Hush Puppies. OMG. 
It’s hard to explain how good these things 
are. They are served with maple butter—the 
sweetness combined with the salty is incredible. 
I also love their chocolate beet pudding cake.
Don’t deny it until you try it—SO good!

4. westVille 
210 West 10th Street (multiple locations), NYC
The best make-your-own vegetable platter 
from a selection of great farm-fresh 
vegetables. Think roasted brussels sprouts 
or asparagus with parmesan. Of course, their 
non-vegetarian entrées are fabulous, too.

5. hangawi 
12 east 32nd Street, NYC
I love this veggie Korean place—so good! A 
cool vibe—look and feel—and you have to 
remove your shoes when you enter. The best 
thing on the menu (and there are lots) is the 
Tofu Clay Pot (huge chunks of tofu and rich 
with ginger). I also love the plum tea with the 
floating pine nuts—delicious!

6. CaraVan oF dreams  
405 east Sixth Street, NYC
I love this place, even though it’s pricey! 
Best smoothies in town! I am a fan of their 
polenta—good stuff.

Best Vegetarian

5

7. Candle CaFé 
1307 Third Avenue, NYC
Best veggie spot in the city! I have been a 
veggie all my life and to find a place like this is 
awesome. Their lasagna is incredible…cheesy 
and yummy. The BBQ Tempeh is delicious—
so tasty, and I love the addition of the sweet 
potato. YUM! Best dessert is their chocolate 
mousse pie.

8. Community Food & JuiCe 
2893 Broadway, NYC
Everything on this menu screams local and 
organic and makes your mouth water. The 
menu even changes based on seasonal 
produce that’s avail! The portions are 
TREMENDOUS and the prices are NOT. The 
menu is as eclectic as the clientele. Where 
else can you get rice bowls and flatbreads 
and steak? Plus, since you’re 
eating a healthy meal, you 
MUST indulge in the sundae 
for dessert with homemade 
organic ice cream OR the 
fresh-baked cookies that are 
literally made to order!!
Barri stern 
Executive Account Director  
Food Network Magazine
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1. iris CaFé 
20 Columbia Place, Brooklyn Heights
I’m apprehensive about letting anyone in 
on this local spot, but it’s by far one of my 
favorite destinations on weekends. I MUST 
share! Their avocado toast is phenom, their 
eggs taste like they just came off the farm and 
I can’t get enough of their Stumptown coffee.

allison mCentee 
Integrated Marketing Director 
Food Network Magazine

2. JaCk the horse taVern 
66 Hicks Street
It’s our neighborhood go-to and you can’t 
leave without getting the macaroni and 
cheese…get one each, because you may not 
want to share!

3. noodle pudding 
38 Henry Street
I adore their gnocchi with sage and butter 
sauce. That’s all I’ve got to say about this 
place. Just go.

4. tanoreen restaurant & Caterers 
7523 Third Avenue
On Food Network’s The Best Thing I Ever Ate 
(Nutty), Sunny Anderson recommends the 
knafeh, a sweet Middle Eastern pastry.

Best of Brooklyn
5. lioni italian heros 
7803 15th Avenue
Lioni’s is well worth the trip, with a menu 
of over 100 huge sandwiches named after 
famous Italian Americans and fresh-baked 
breads, but the real hero at Lioni is their 
amazing homemade mozzarella. 

lauren towson 
Manager, Ad Sales Marketing 
Food Network

2

5
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1. CaVo  
42-18 31st Avenue, Astoria 
I love the atmosphere here and the patio is 
great during the summer. I love the cucumber 
mojito—so refreshing! I love the grilled 
octopus—delicious! And the crème brÛlée is 
amazing! The place turns into a dance club at 
midnight. If you’re down, stay for the after-
dinner dancing!

2. don pepe’s VesuVio 
135-58 Lefferts Boulevard, Ozone Park
Michael Psilakis loves the pastas and Italian 
dishes served at Don Pepe’s Vesuvio. On Food 
Network’s The Best Thing I Ever Ate (Sauced).

3. m. wells 
21-17 49th Avenue, Long island City
Come for the brunch options and stay  
for the frog’s legs and bone marrow! This 
Montreal-meets-New York dining car has 
revealed bolder flavors in old favorites and 
introduced adventurous palates to items 
we never knew we were missing!

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive 
FoodNetwork.com

4. the astor room 
34–12 36th Street, Astoria
I live for their live jazz at Sunday brunch—but 
their food is what I crave daily! I love their 
Bourbon Brioche French Toast w/ Vanilla 
Whipped Cream. Incredible! For dinner I have 
gotten the short rib stroganoff—it makes my 
mouth water just thinking about it. I also think 
the service is amazing and the staff is the 
kindest ever!

1

4

4

Best of Queens



1. Beso  
11 Schuyler Street 
I love this cozy, intimate restaurant in Staten 
Island. I have to say, the fried goat cheese is 
probably the best thing I’ve ever tasted! The 
shrimp wrapped in plantains—mother of God! 
Oh, and they have the best sangria ever!

Best of Staten Island
2. da noi 
4358 Victory Boulevard
Everything at Da Noi reminds me of authentic 
home-cooked Italian food, with rich flavors 
and fresh ingredients. The penne vodka is a 
must-have!

amy lane 
Senior Integrated Marketing Manager 
Food Network Magazine

3. enoteCa maria 
27 Hyatt Street 
Taking a ferry (not a taxi) for an Italian meal 
seemed like a lot to ask, but walking into 
this restaurant where Grandma is literally 
in the kitchen and classic American rock is 
playing—I knew my friends and I had hit gold!

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager 
Food Network Magazine

1

3
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1. trattoria tra di noi  
622 east 187th Street
I travel from the Lower East Side to the 
Bronx just to come here. They have the best 
calamari on planet earth! So fresh and crispy! 
Their raviolis are amazing. Their Burrata is 
so fresh! I mean, everything here is just crazy 
good! GREAT beer and wine selection!

2. trattoria zero otto noVe 
2357 Arthur Avenue
You don’t get better Italian than here! I love 
their meatballs appetizer, and their brick oven 
pizza is well known as the best in Bronx. I also 
save room for their Nutella pizza. It is in my 
top 5 favorite desserts of all time.

3. la estrellita poBlana 
2231 Westchester Avenue
This is the best authentic Mexican I have 
tasted and I am originally from the Southwest. 
Who says NY can’t serve up great Mexican! 
This place has a following for a reason. I live 
for their fried yucca, and their burritos are 
huge and the best I have had! 

4. mo gridder’s 
565 Hunts Point Avenue
Guy Fieri, host of Food Network’s Diners, 
Drive-ins and Dives, hits the Big Apple for 
some out-of-the-way BBQ at Mo Gridder’s.

Best of the Bronx

1

3

4

2
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4. dBgB  
299 Bowery, NYC
Both a restaurant and a bar. It’s Daniel 
Boulud’s charcuterie and burger bar. The 
name stands for Daniel Boulud Gastro Bar 
and it’s located near the old CBGB. Great 
selection of beers and wines, cocktails 
available, too.

5. the ColleCtiVe 
1 Little West 12th Street, NYC
You must order the Moscow Mule—beer with 
vodka and cucumber—so good.

6. la BiBlioteCa 
622 Third Avenue, NYC
Four hundred different varieties of tequila—
need I say more?

7. kingdom 
170 North Fourth Street, Brooklyn
Love this new bar in Williamsburg. It 
combines the three things locals love about 
living there: cool clothing, live music and 
art—oh, and alcohol. It’s a bar, yet also a 
boutique and a gallery! 

8. the Counting room 
44 Berry Street, Brooklyn
Love this new bar in my neighborhood.  
An amazing wine bar upstairs and a tasty 
cocktail bar downstairs. The crowd is pretty 
cool, as well.

9. upstairs at the kimBerly hotel 
145 east 50th Street, NYC
Outdoor patio with some of the best views  
of the city! Great place for after-work  
Midtowners!

Best New Bar

1

4 6

9

1. the standard Biergarten  
848 Washington Street, NYC
Easy to get in, long wooden tables,  
ginormous pretzels, awesome German  
beer selection.

2. mission dolores  
249 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn 
Love the open-air and greenhouse-style  
effect this place has. Lots of fun games to  
play, like pinball machines and classic  
board games. The best part is, dogs  
are welcome.

3. u2 karaoke  
6 St. Marks Place, NYC 
Great place to go with friends. Private booths 
with comfy couches, a catalog tens of 
thousands of songs deep, and yummy drinks 
to make the off-pitch singing tolerable!
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1. Blind tiger ale house 
281 Bleecker Street, NYC
If you’re a craft beer freak, Blind Tiger Ale has 
the best selection in the city! Even if you’re 
not knowledgeable when it comes to craft 
beers, the bartenders’ expertise is amazing. 
They will point you in the right direction. I 
love the crowd in this place…and the fireplace 
for cold winter nights. Their bar menu is 
delicious—I am a huge fan of the Bloody 
Beast (roast beef sandwich with Bloody Mary 
sauce) and the wings are amazing.

2. drop oFF serViCe 
211 Avenue A, NYC
Not only does this bar have 20+ brews on 
tap at any given time, but the happy hour is 
great and you can bring your dog to hang out, 
too. How cool is that?! The bartenders are 
awesome and give huge pours! The jukebox 
is always playing music you want to drink to. 
Me and my boys love this place.

3. rattle ‘n’ hum 
14 east 33rd Street, NYC
Their motto is ‘No crap on tap’ and they’re 
so right! They rotate their selection of beers 
daily so you’re always trying something 
new. I have their iPhone app to keep track of 
their beer rotation. Their burger is out of this 
world, too! Warning: This place gets packed 
after work.

Best Craft Beer Bar
4. the ginger man 
11 east 36th Street, NYC
I love this location, since being it’s near to 
where I work and there are no real craft 
brewers around…so my co-workers and I 
head to the Ginger Man for happy hour a lot. 
I am a beer snob and they have some of the 
best beers, tons from Germany (incredible!). 
I am all about the pretzels on the menu, too.

1

3 4
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1. Bar Jamon
125 east 17th Street, NYC
My favorite wine bar in the city! I love the 
listing of Spanish tapas. I met my fiancé 

3. Blue riBBon downing street Bar
34 downing Street, NYC
Such a cute, cozy wine bar that I absolutely 
love. I learn more about wine just from 
coming here. I love the fried chicken—and 
please do not leave without trying either the 
chocolate chip bread pudding or the banana 
pudding. WOW!

4. Cello wine Bar
229 east 53rd Street, NYC 
Hidden treasure in Midtown East! Very rustic 
and relaxed atmosphere, with a chef who works 
wonders in the tiny back kitchen. Amazing 
wines and small plates, great for sharing and 
reasonably priced. The bartender (also the 
waiter) is very friendly and always has great 
recommendations. Only 
10 tables, so be prepared 
to wait a bit, but it’s 
absolutely worth it!

Jenn gaBrielski 
Interactive Sales 
Assistant
FoodNetwork.com 

5. gottino
52 Greenwich Avenue, NYC
I love this little West Village wine bar…
so cute, and it has some of the best wine 
selections I know of in the city. The figs 
dipped in chocolate and the brussels sprouts 
dish are true winners. I always sit at the bar—I 
recommend it. You learn so much.

6. in Vino
215 east Fourth Street, NYC
I always feel so warm and cozy when I come 
here. I love the atmosphere, which is why it 
makes the cut for the best wine bar in the 
city. Besides the lovely wine list, organized 
by region (so helpful), their Gnocchi Bianco 
and tiramisu are out of this world. I come here 
on dates and with my girls all the time and a 
great time is had by all.

7. terroir
413 east 12th Street, NYC
Amazing selection of Rieslings and tasty bites 
from the in-bar kitchen. Second location in 
Tribeca.

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager 
Food Network Magazine

here…we had our first date here…so it brings 
back such great memories. It’s a great date 
place! I love their cheese plate and delicious 
ham! Everything is served cold, so just be 
forewarned.

2. Bar VeloCe
176 Seventh Avenue, NYC
This is one of my constants. Such great 
wines and unbelievable paninis, and please 
don’t forget to order the Nutella panino—so 
delicious! The bartender is always so helpful 
with what to order, wine and food. I love Bar 
Veloce.

Best Wine Bar

1

5

7
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1. Corner Bistro 
331 West Fourth Street, NYC
Let’s start with the beer starting at $2.75 and 
then pay some props to its recently having 
been honored for having the best, most 
delicious cheeseburger in the city. The award 
doesn’t lie! This place defines “dive bar” but 
it’s awesome for happy hour and broke  
folks like me.

2. the house oF Brews 
302 West 51st Street, NYC
The House of Brews is one of my favorite 
spots for happy hour. Great atmosphere in 
the heart of Hell’s Kitchen and the Theater 
District, with more than 100 different beers 
from around the world. 
P.S. Their buffalo wings 
are to die for! 

ashley Johns 
ad Sales Assistant 
Food Network Magazine 

3. mermaid oyster Bar 
79 Macdougal Street, NYC
Not only does this little gem take you on a 
mental vacation to the Hamptons or Cape 
Cod, but the seafood here is better than 
anywhere else in the city. (It’s known for 
amazing oysters and a casual yet creative 
seafood menu.) You can’t go wrong. Their 
“Happy Hour and a Half” can’t be beat—with 
$5–7 cocktails/wine/seasonal draft beers, 
and delicious bites such as $1 local oysters, 
$6 lobster sliders (to DIE for!) and $3 fish 
tacos. You will leave with a happy tummy and 
a happier wallet! The atmosphere is flawless, 
service is A+ and fun, and the music selection 
will have you moving in your seat, especially 
after a couple of beverages!

kathleen d’aloia 
Assistant to the Publisher 
Food Network Magazine

4. thirsty sCholar 
155 Second Avenue, NYC
I am a fan of Thirsty Scholar for happy hour! 
Where else can you get $3 beers, $4 cosmos 
and frozen drinks, and $5 martinis? Their 
frozen margaritas are fantastic! I adore the 
people who come here, too—all looking to 
have a great time.

Best Happy Hour

1

3 4
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1. 1534 
20 Prince Street, NYC
This place is where art meets alcohol! I went 
here a month ago and was so impressed 
by it all. The drinks list is divided by various 
regions—French Polynesia, Indochina, Africa and 
the Americas.—I mean, so cool! This is where 
mixologists are born and bred. So here’s what I 
got (And would highly recommend): Same Same 
but Different (pisco, lemongrass, lime, ginger, 
egg white, bitters, chai)—AMAZING! I also had 
the Pearl of the Antilles—a more sophisticated 
mojito and SO good! I had to stop there, because 
I needed to be able to walk and talk for the rest 
of the night.

2. CloVer CluB 
210 Smith Street, Brooklyn
This place is known for their brilliantly 
creative cocktails—and most people trek here 
for their cocktail of choice from mixology 
goddess Julie Reiner. I had the Parchment 
Fizz—a gin, pear cocktail—and it was the best 
thing I ever tasted. I also had an Apple Blow 
Fizz, which was so different and went down 
pretty easy. The place has a Victorian vibe, 
which makes it even cooler. My new addiction 
is their potato chips with truffle crème 
fraîche. OMG!

Best Cocktails
3. Fedora 
239 West Fourth Street, NYC
Between amazing cocktails and late- 
night bites, a welcome addition to  
other neighborhood spots Joseph  
Leonard and Jeffrey’s Grocery.

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

4. il matto 
281 Church Street, NYC
I love this place for the food and the  
creatively crafted drinks. The bartenders 
are artists. All I have to say is: the Bloody 
Frida—an interesting take on the Bloody Mary 
and the Maltese—vodka, red bell pepper, 
ginger, martini Rose’ and spicy pepperoncini. 
INCREDIBLE!

5. mulBerry proJeCt 
149 Mulberry Street, NYC
Every drink you order here is custom-crafted 
with the most delightful ingredients. All you 
have to do is tell the mixologist what you 
typically like in terms of taste and booze 
and they mock up an amazing cocktail for 
you. They made me a cucumber-chipotle 
whiskey daiquiri. To say I was blown away 
is an understatement. I thought I would 
never spend $14 for a cocktail, but when it’s 
custom-made deliciousness like this, I’ll pay 
that premium!

6. pegu CluB 
77 West Houston Street, NYC
Both Pegu and Clover Club go head-to-head 
as the best cocktail mixers in Manhattan. 
Everyone told me to try the Earl Grey 
Martini—that it was the best thing they ever 
tasted. OMG, it is! I also recommend the 
Jamaican Firefly (rum, ginger and lime—with 

pieces of candied ginger). I love the vibe of 
this place and their pretty people stationed 
everywhere.

7. rye house 
11 West 17th Street, NYC
Great vibe and fantastic assortment of rye-
based cocktails. The bartenders know how 
to mix a fantastic drink. My personal favorite 
is the Darling. Even if you don’t love whiskey, 
you must try this place—it’s got something 
for everyone!

8. tipsy parson 
156 Ninth Avenue, NYC
Cozy, quiet and delicious. Transports you 
away from the commotion of New York City 
and puts you at ease. 
Plus, its amazing menu 
of cocktails will entice 
you to try one of each, 
paying homage to the 
restaurant’s name.

erin hiCkey 
Marketing Director  
Food Network Magazine

9. yerBa Buena  
23 Avenue A, NYC
They have the most delicious Latin-inspired 
cocktails and use unexpected flavor 
combinations.  My favorite cocktail is the 
“The Desert Rose.” It’s made with rose 
infused gin, prickly pear puree and fresh lime 
juice—so refreshing!

2
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1. Jimmy’s no. 43 
43 east Seventh Street, NYC 
This pub is hidden—near Burp Castle—but 
has such an amazing selection of beer 
and a cool, low-key vibe. Their focus is on 
sustainable artisanal brews—which makes 
their selection even cooler. Lots of interesting 
beers on tap and real-deal beer drinkers come 
here to enjoy them.

2. spitzer’s Corner 
101 Rivington Street, NYC
I love the communal tables in this pub…and 
most of us come for the awesome selection 
of beer. They have 40 or so craft beers on 
tap…insane! Don’t ask the bartender for a Bud 
Light. You might get jumped. LOL. The vibe 
here is always loud and hearty…but I love it.

3. the Breslin Bar & dining room 
16 West 29th Street, NYC
The lamb burger is incredible! The juiciest 
burger you will ever have in your life. The 
thrice-baked fries are cooked in duck fat, 
which makes them incredible! Oh, and I love 
their beer selection, too.

 4. the Clerkenwell 
49 Clinton Street, NYC
I love this British gastropub! They have such 
a great selection of British beers. My friends 
and I come here and play their board games. 
We grab a few beers and set up shop over 
Connect Four or Monopoly. Sunday brunch is 
really fun. They have a do-it-yourself Bloody 
Mary Bar. Need I say more?

5. the spotted pig 
314 West 11th Street, NYC
Mario Batali brings British gastropub fare 
to the West Village at the local and celeb 
favorite The Spotted Pig.

Best Gastropub

2
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1. Billy mark’s west 
332 Ninth Avenue, NYC 
One of my favorite dive bars and jukeboxes in 
the city! This bar has its motley crew of local 
characters. The clientele are both friendly 
and entertaining and the booze is cheap! The 
owners, Billy & Mark are incredible guys who 
know how to run a bar.

2. BotaniCa Bar 
47 east Houston Street, NYC
It’s an amazing bar to hang out with friends. 
They have some of the cheapest drinks and 
best happy hours in the city. I love their 
Ginger Yum Yum and Dark & Stormy. Head 
here on Sunday nights for some serious 
karaoke!

3. doC holliday’s 
141 Avenue A, NYC
Doc’s is the ultimate dive bar! It plays country 
music and rock…and it’s just grimy, dark and 
dingy—but I and thousands of other NY’ers 
love it! The bartenders are trips—ballsy and 
brutes-type women. It’s so laid back here—
just grab your PBR, kick back and enjoy!

 

Best Dive Bar
4. international Bar 
120 First Avenue, NYC
If you want a tried and true dive bar 
experience, this bar will give it to you. It is dark 
and cheap but I still love it for the charm. The 
music fits the decor and the beer and bourbon 
flow freely. Love it in the summer with the little 
backyard seating. Good times had here!

5. mCsorley’s old ale house 
15 east Seventh Street, NYC
On Food Network’s FoodNation with Bobby 
Flay, Bobby stops by McSorley’s Ale House, 
the oldest Irish tavern in the East Village, to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

6. spring lounge 
48 Spring Street, NYC
Best dive bar in the city by far. The staff is 
friendly, the crazy locals hang here, the beer is 
flowing, and they have a jukebox with festive 
music! Spring is also a great place to watch 
Yankee games on a Sunday afternoon! 

7. aCe Bar 
531 east 5th Street, NYC
Ace is a great place to hang out at night 
with a group of friends. 12 beers on tap, pool 
tables, pinball machines—this place is tons 
of fun!

2

5
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1. death & Company 
433 east Sixth Street, NYC 
This speakeasy is hard to find (aren’t they all?) 
but has the most exquisite decor. I love the dim 
lighting, dark wood and the romanticism. My 
friend and I ordered from the whiskey menu 
and the crafted cocktails we received blew our 
socks off. Mine was spicy and warmed the 
heart. Delicious.

2. employees only 
510 Hudson Street, NYC
Behind a thick curtain in the West Village 
lies one of the best speakeasies and cocktail 
bars in the city. The bar is charming, which 
by NYC definition means small, so get there 
early and line up to order yourself a delicious 
concoction from the menu or something of 
your own creation. I love the cocktails with 
fresh fruit, especially when muddled.

JaClyn Cohen  
Manager, Ad Sales Marketing  
Food Network 

3. milk and honey 
134 eldridge Street, NYC
The cocktails are expensive and the place is 
super small but it’s still my favorite speakeasy 
in the city. The drinks are incomparable! The 
waitress comes over and asks you what you 
like and then brings that information to the 
bartender, who then mixes deliciousness for 
you! I had a rummy lime drink: tasty with 
a capital “T.” When I asked for another, I 
received a different drink—because they 
don’t make the same drink twice. The second 
one was rummy, too, but more spicy. Still 
incredible!!

 

Best Speakeasy Style Cocktails
4. raines law room 
48 West 17th Street, NYC
Like most speakeasies—Raines has that 
obscure entrance. Once you’re in, it’s 
amazing. Feels like you’re walking into an 
apartment—a really cool one, with velvet 
sofas. I think it’s so neat that the bouncer 
escorts you in. We head toward the drinks 
(custom crafted). At the kitchen (bar, in 
common-folk terms), the mixologists have 
their ingredients ready to go (fruit, spices, 
herbs). I forget the name of my drink but it 
had cherries and gin in it. Oh. My. God. Can’t 
wait to go back for more!

5. the darBy 
244 West 14th Street, NYC
This speakeasy has all the right elements: 
great atmosphere, entertaining band (plays 
all night) and of course one of the most 
amazing meals I have ever had. Each bite is as 
good as the last, and the cocktails are totally 
unique to match the glamor of the restaurant. 
Every detail has been well thought out, from 
the nickel modeling of the ceiling to just the 
right amount of spice. Most importantly, all 
meals must end with The 
Darby’s famous Baked 
Alaska dessert, literally in 
flames when delivered to 
your table. 

kelsey stokes  
Integrated Marketing 
Coordinator  
Food Network Magazine

5
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1. moBar 
The Mandarin Oriental, 80 Columbus Circle, 
NYC 
Although expensive—you pay for one of the 
most beautiful views in the city!—my breath 
is taken away each time I go here. The $16 
drinks are pricey but amazing! The servers are 
impeccable, and the wasabi snacks and olives 
are wonderful! I love to treat myself here 
every now and then.

2. the loBBy Bar 
Ace Hotel, 20 West 29th Street, NYC
I love the Ace Hotel Lobby. Being a native 
NY’er, I don’t usually go to hotel bars, but 
for The Lobby I make an exception. I love the 
vibe—it’s always lively. The bartenders make 
some strong drinks, even though their menu 
is limited. I love the decor, and the people are 
top notch!

Best Hotel Bar
3. the rum house 
The Hotel edison, 228 West 47th Street, NYC
When it closed down I was so sad…but 
now that it has reopened, I am a very happy 
camper. It’s true class, with the live music, 
and the classic drinks (yummy amaretto 
sours). Even though it’s in a touristy 
neighborhood, I still drop by for my fix of 
fabulousness!

 

4. the standard hotel rooFtop 
848 Washington Street, NYC
In my opinion, this is the best view of all NY 
rooftops! The drinks are incredible and pricey, 
the people are gorgeous and, again, the view 
makes it all worth it!

5. the yard 
Soho Grand, 310 West Broadway, NYC
I love coming to The Yard to grab a great-
tasting drink and relax on their couches with 
great company. I love summertime here, and 
you can bring your pups to chill with you 
while you’re sipping some tasty cocktails.

2

1
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1. agaVe 
140 Seventh Avenue South, NYC 
Love Agave! Every time I go there, I make sure 
I order two drinks: the Seasonal Fresh Fruit 
Margarita and the Hot and Spicy Margarita. 
The Seasonal Fresh Fruit Margarita has the 
fresh fruit of the day—with all the fixings—
and it’s amazing. If you enjoy spicy things, the 
Hot and Spicy Margarita is for you. Love the 
jalapeño-infused tequila and then they add 
more jalapeños! Awesome.

2. dos Caminos soho 
475 West Broadway, NYC
With 50 varieties of tequila, you know they 
have amazing margaritas! The one to try is 
the Frozen Prickly Pear Margarita. OMG, the 
best thing ever—and amazing for summer in 
the city!

3. rosa mexiCano 
9 east 18th Street, NYC
When you go to Rosa’s you have to order the 
signature cocktail, the Frozen Pomegranate 
Margarita. Sweet and tart at the same time. 
The best-tasting margarita you will ever love! 
Truly perfection!

 

Best Summertime Margarita

4. the heights Bar & grill 
2867 Broadway, NYC
People come here for their infamous Frozen 
Fruit Margarita. Flavors include strawberry, 
raspberry, peach, banana, mango and passion 
fruit. My friends and I go for the giant 10-oz. 
glass! Their margarita brunches on Saturdays 
and Sundays are AMAZING…but make sure 
to cab it home ;-).

5. el rio grande 
160 east 38th Street, NYC
Try walking after two of these…

matthew Felder  
Account Executive  
Food Network

6. Bario Chino 
253 Broome Street, NYC
The infused tequilas are a must-add to your 
margarita at this Asian/Spanish fusion joint. 
Try the jalapeno or habanero to add a spicy 
kick to your drink.

2
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1. artiChoke Basille’s pizza & 
Brewery  
328 east 14th Street
The artichoke pizza is a favorite here and I 
can tell you why—it’s like artichoke dip on a 
pizza—it ROCKS! The slices are huge! The 
crab pizza is also pretty popular but I never 
veered away from the artichoke slice.

2. Company pizza (Co.)  
230 Ninth Avenue, NYC
The meatball pie is a MUST-have. If you want 
your share of greens, try the Popeye—it’s 
delicious! I also love their communal table—a 
great place to gather with friends!!

3. di Fara 
1425 Avenue J, Brooklyn
Where else do you order a slice to go and 
the chef sprinkles fresh basil over the piping 
hot cheese? Di Fara’s is the only place I 
know. There is always a line coming out of 
this place and it’s because of the thin crust, 
perfect sauces and nicely melted slice of 
awesomeness!

4. FiVe points 
31 Great Jones Street, NYC
On Food Network’s The Best Thing I Ever  
Ate (Pizza), Alex Guarnaschelli enjoys the 
Yukon Gold Potato Pizza here.

5. Franny’s 
295 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn
What can I say? This is my absolute 
FAVORITE spot to get pizza. Their clam pie 
is to die for! It has the perfect combination 
of spice, cheese and fresh clams. PLUS, they 
have an amazing cocktail list and their 

Best Pizza
appetizers and pastas rock! I eat there at least 
once a month and have never had a bad meal. 

kristen prinzo 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

6. graziella’s italian restaurant 
232 Vanderbilt Avenue, Brooklyn
Ted Allen, of Food Network’s The Best 
Thing I Ever Ate (Pizza), can’t get enough of 
Graziella’s Arugula & Parmesan Pizza.

7. grimaldi’s pizzeria 
19 Old Fulton Street, Brooklyn
Giada DeLaurentiis heads to Grimaldi’s, for a 
slice some of the best coal oven pizza in town, 
on Food Network’s Giada’s Weekend Getaways.

8. l&B spumoni gardens 
2725 86th Street, Brooklyn 
They have the best Sicilian pizza in the city. 
The crust is not too thick and has a nice 
crispiness on the bottom. Plus, you can enjoy 
a spumoni on their outdoor patio—a perfect 
summer treat! 

9. motorino 
319 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn
Rachael Ray stops by Motorino for a slice of 
Colatura di Alici Pizza on Food Network’s The 
Best Thing I Ever Ate (Sliced).

10. otto enoteCa pizzeria 
1 Fifth Avenue, NYC
For amazing pastas, pizza with the freshest 
ingredients, and the world’s creamiest gelato, 
don’t miss Mario Batali’s OTTO Enoteca 
Pizzeria. in New York, NY.
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3. Bahn mi zon 
443 east Sixth Street, NYC
Banh Mi Zon is known for their báhn mì 
sandwich—and I OD on the stuff! The veggies 
are crisp and fresh, the meat is seasoned so 
flavorfully and the crispy bread is delicious! 
By far the best báhn mì in the city!

4. Co Ba 
110 Ninth Avenue, NYC
I am a food snob and love my báhn mì. I have 
to say, the pork belly báhn mì at Co Ba is the 
best I have ever tasted. The vegetables are 
fresh and they add jalapeños. Ask for extra. It 
adds to the flavor!

Best Báhn Mì Sandwich

5. hanCo’s 
85 Bergen Street, Brooklyn
I want to make out with this báhn mì. It’s that 
good! LOL. The right amount of spice, the 
crispy veggies and the crusty bread with soft 
center…no wonder people travel here for the 
perfect báhn mì!

6. num pang 
21 east 12th Street, NYC
Grab your sandwich of choice and head 
up the spiral stairs to enjoy. If they haven’t 
already 86’d the corn on the cob, get it!

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

7. saigon Vietnamese sandwiCh  
369 Broome Street, NYC
I like the báhn mì sandwich here—a perfect 
combo of sweet, salty, crunchy and spicy! It’s 
my guilty pleasure!

8. sau Voi 
101 Lafayette Street, NYC
I love that I can come to Sau Voi and check 
out the Viet-pop CDs while I wait for a 
delicious báhn mì—the best darn báhn mì 
on the planet! Besides the flavorful pork, the 
carrots, cucumbers and radishes are pickled 
to perfection. The bread is super fresh—and 
the peppery paté just adds to this delicious 
sandwich!

9. V-nam CaFé 
20 First Avenue, NYC
Best báhn mì in the city! They spice it up 
and the bread is incredible! It’s crispy but 
doesn’t break apart! The pickled veggies are 
delightful! Such an incredible sandwich!

1. niCky’s Vietnamese sandwiChes  
150 east Second Street, NYC
Aarón Sánchez and Anne Burrell, of Food 
Network’s The Best Thing I Ever Ate (Between 
Bread), recommend the classic báhn mì  
at Nicky’s.

2. Bahn me saigon Bakery 
198 Grand Street, NYC
Best Vietnamese sandwiches in the city. 
Please take my advice and order the #4—
Báhn Mì Paté Cha (a paté and deli meat 
sandwich). And get it spicy! Phenomenal!

4



1. CoCoron  
61 delancey Street, NYC
Yum—a soba lover’s palace! The house-made 
yuba variety is my fave and the dipping-style 
noodles are delicious. I love this place!

2. hung ry 
55 Bond Street, NYC
They have the best noodles in town—hand 
pulled. And people wait in line for them! The 
broths on all the noodles are insane…my 
favorite is the lobster noodles. Hung Ry rules!

3. lam zhou handmade noodle 
144 east Broadway, NYC
Best noodle joint in the city! Their beef broth 
noodles alone are worth coming for! These 
are pulled, fresh noodles. You can tell by the 
way they melt in your mouth. Yum.

4. rai rai ken 
214 east 10th Street, NYC
With roughly 15 stools up for grabs and rarely 
a line, this is noodles as it should be—cheap 
and flavorful, with an authentically diverse 
NY-only crowd.

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

5. soBa nippon 
19 West 52nd Street, NYC
Lines form at lunchtime for their  
delicious Buckwheat Soba Noodles! 
Incredible!

6. soBa-ya 
229 east Ninth Street, NYC
There are lines at lunchtime for their delicious 
buckwheat Soba Noodles! Incredible!

7. tasty hand-pulled noodles  
1 doyers Street, NYC
Guy Fieri enjoys the Tasty Hand-Pulled 
Noodles here on Food Network’s The Best 
Thing I Ever Ate (In A Bowl).

Best Noodles
8. xi’an Famous Foods 
81 St. Marks Place, NYC
These noodles are the best in NYC by far! The 
perfect consistency—chewy  
and light. One bowl of the stewed pork hand-
ripped noodles in soup will both warm you 
and fill you up!

4

5

6
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4. no. 7  
7 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn
Ted Allen loves the homemade sandwiches at 
No. 7 on Food Network’s The Best Thing I Ever 
Ate (Meat-Fest). 

5. parisi Bakery 
198 Mott Street, NYC
You know you’re going to get a legit sandwich 
when half the customers are firefighters and 
cops. They always seem to remember every 
customer. And the sandwiches are enormous 
and delicious.

6. porChetta 
110 east Seventh Street, NYC
I go to Porchetta for one thing and one thing 
only—the Italian Roasted Pork Sandwich! It 
is drool-worthy! It’s juicy and the juice drips 
down your fingers—amazing!

1. alidoro 
105 Sullivan Street, NYC
Alidoro is happiness between bread! 
Everything on the menu is absolutely delicious. 
The Michaelangelo on foccacia is my favorite 
and their homemade mozzarella is to die for!

2. Barney greengrass 
541 Amsterdam Avenue, NYC
They’re known for their sturgeon. When you 
try it, you’ll know why! It literally melts in

Best Sandwich
7. salumÈ  
330 West Broadway, NYC
The eggplant parm is worth the trip to this 
amazing deli. The sandwich called Bronx Tale 
is something made in heaven. Their selections 
of meats and cheeses are impressive. (Jon, 31)

8. tusCany & Co. 
61 West 55th Street, NYC 
Best eggplant parm sandwich—eggplant-
parm-meets-eggplant-rollatini in a warm roll. 
DELISH!

9. mile end deli 
97 Hoyt Street, Brooklyn
Rahm Fama, host of Food Network’s Meat & 
Potatoes, samples the Smoked Meat Sandwich, 
dripping with juices, that takes center stage at 
this Montreal-style Jewish deli in Brooklyn.

your mouth. If sturgeon isn’t your thing,  
maybe the best pastrami sandwich I have  
ever tasted is!

3. eisenBerg’s sandwiCh shop 
174 Fifth Avenue, NYC
Sitting at the lunch counter at Eisenberg’s 
Sandwich Shop is as comfortable and homey 
as when your grandmother made her best 
efforts to feed you as a child.

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com
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1. aBraÇo 
86 east Seventh Street, NYC
I love this coffeehouse and how it offers 
Spanish, Italian and Middle Eastern brews. 
They serve up the best cup of coffee in NYC, 
if not the country! 

2. Blue Bottle 
160 Berry Street, Brooklyn
I don’t know anywhere in the city, except 
Blue Bottle, where you get an individually 
brewed cup of coffee. And it’s a spectacular 
cup of coffee. My roommate goes every day 
to get us coffee. I get a large coffee and she is 
obsessed with the New Orleans Iced Coffee. 
It is truly delicious and overly caffeinated!

3. gimme! CoFFee 
228 Mott Street, NYC
Their espresso is like liquid velvet—silky and 
smooth! I get my fix every morning before I go 
to work!

4. ninth street espresso  
700 east Ninth Street, NYC
This place has the most knowledgeable 
baristas in all of NYC. They love the craft of 
brewing the best cup of coffee and are artists 
in creating the most beautiful lattes. I order 
their delicious lattes every day and today  
they drew a butterfly on the foam. I just  
love this place.

Best Coffee
5. porto riCo importing Co.  
201 Bleecker Street, NYC
I have long been a fan of Gorilla Coffee in 
Brooklyn, BUT I have recently discovered 
Porto Rico. This place has so many different 
bean and roast varieties—perfect for 
every coffee snob. Try the Indian Monsoon 
Malabar—intense in flavor yet smooth  
and delicious! 

kristen prinzo 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

6. rBC CoFFee 
71 Worth Street, NYC
Coffee snobs rave about this place and  
I now know why! Best cups of  
joe and espresso I ever had!

7. stumptown 
The Ace Hotel, 20 West 29th Street, NYC
OMG, you don’t know good coffee until you 
try Stumptown! It originates in Portland, and 
the richness of the beans makes for a robust 
cup of coffee! I love going to the Ace when I 
have time and get the French Press. It’s divine!

8. think CoFFee 
248 Mercer Street, NYC
Love this coffee in all its organic goodness! I 
work out of this spot, so I am hopped up on 
their caffeinated brews! Love that they serve 
their coffee in real mugs! This place is cool!

3
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1. Chopˇt  
1460 Broadway, NYC
I love Chop’t and spend so much time there 
that they know my name. The idea of creating 
your own salad is just magical. I love their 
massive number of selections. I am obsessed 
with their dressings—especially the Spa 
Balsamic! Their wraps are so amazing, as 
well…especially the Tandoori Chicken Wrap.

2. Just salad 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, NYC
I love how healthy and environmentally friendly 
this salad place is. They have recyclable 
containers and everything they offer is so fresh. 
I love that they chop the salad if you ask. Yum. 
Plus, it’s really inexpensive. I walk away with a 
lovely salad for under $10. Score!

Best Salad Bar

3. maoz 
38 union Square east, NYC
Touted as the best salad bar in the city by 
everyone in my company. The truest of true! 
Fresh selections and a lot of them. I got the 
salad and falafel meal…and you can go up to 
the salad bar for seconds. Because there are 
not many seats, it is literally a grab-and-go 
kind of place.

4. zeytinz 
24 West 40th Street, NYC
SO many people go here for lunch—just for 
the salad bar. So fresh and the selection is 
insane. At $6.99 a pound, it’s probably one 
of the cheapest salad bars in town. And I like 
how you will find different things each day.

1

3
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1. extra Virgin 
259 West Fourth Street, NYC 
I love their little outdoor seating area. It’s so 
romantic! I am in love with the service in this 
place and the Gorgonzola-covered french 
fries! Amazing!

2. hudson riVer CaFé  
697 West 133rd Street, NYC
I love eating/drinking outside and Hudson 
River Café is just the best for that! During the 
summer this place is hopping! I love coming 
for brunch and after-work drinks! Fun!

3. inside park at st. Barts 
325 Park Ave, NYC
Sunday brunch on the terrace is my favorite! 
It’s great for business lunch or even drinks 
with friends! Their sangria is delish and their 
pizzas are the bomb!

4. pepe giallo 
253 10th Avenue, NYC
This tiny gem opens up to an unexpectedly 
beautiful garden out back! Great date spot or 
casual hangout with friends (the waiters will 
let you sit around for hours!). In the colder 
months they cover the garden to allow for 
comfortable seating all year round!

melissa Berman 
Sales Assistant 
FoodNetwork.com

5. the riVer CaFé 
1 Water Street, Brooklyn
Some of the best views of the Manhattan 
skyline. My favorite spot is the atrium. It’s 
gorgeous! The food here is delicious—
especially the foie gras.

Best Outdoor Dining

2
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1. la Birreria 
200 Fifth Avenue, NYC
La Birreria’s rooftop space is perfect for 
an afternoon beer and snack. You can 
enjoy a variety of beers brewed in house 
and of course great Italian food—a great 
combination. Plus it has a retractable roof  
so the views can be taken in year round! 

2. Bier international 
2099 eigth Avenue, NYC
Harlem’s first beer garden is one of my 
favorites in the city. I love the open space and 
the people just enjoy their beer. My favorite 
beer on the menu is Koelsch, and their yucca 
fries rock my world!

3. Bohemian hall Beer garden 
29-19 24th Avenue, Astoria, Queens
I love this space—it’s huge! It’s said to be one 
of the biggest and best alfresco brew joints 
around—and I agree. Love all the Czech beers 
and the people are all so chill! Great place to 
spend the end of the weekend!

4. Franklin park 
618 St. John’s Place, Brooklyn
A former Crown Heights garage was turned 
into a 1,300-square-foot beer garden and 
it’s awesome. I love coming here for happy 
hour—the music, the space and the beer just 
make for a perfect night! 

5. the standard Biergarten 
848 Washington Street, NYC
Love seeing people walking around with huge 
steins and enjoying beer at its finest. I am a 
fan of German beers and this place serves up 
the finest. Love the ping-pong tables.

6. studio square 
33-35 36th Street, Queens
Live music, sangria on tap, larger indoor and 
outdoor areas perfect for large groups, flat-
screen TVs everywhere so you’ll never miss 
a game, tons of craft beers, sushi bar. Can’t 
think of a better place to spend a Sunday 
afternoon.

7. water taxi BeaCh & Beer garden 
89 South Street, NYC
This is the ultimate summer watering hole, 
with perfect views of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
plus ping-pong and sand! Something for 
everyone,with several beers on 
tap and shore-worthy snacks.
JaCkie Bodner 
Executive Account Director  
Food Network Magazine

Best Beer Garden

3
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Best Outdoor Movie Venue
1. Central park Film FestiVal 
NYC
In August, Central Park hosts its Film Festival 
and it’s just the most fun. Friends gather, food 
is shared, wine is poured and quality old-
school movies are shown. NY’ers look forward 
to this one-week in the park!

2. hBo Bryant park summer Film 
FestiVal 
NYC
One of the most popular outdoor movie 
venues in the city. City folk have been 
cramming into the Bryant Park space (if 
you’re lucky enough, you get on the lawn)  
for 17 years. I love the old movies they show, 
and the crowd is always eating, drinking  
and happy!

 

3. riVerFliCks 
NYC
I love heading over to RiverFlicks in Hudson 
River Park. Every Wednesday (adults) and 
Friday (kids) in July and August, NY’ers get 
to enjoy free movies under the stars. Free 
popcorn; drinks and other snacks on sale!  
My friends and I always buy cheese, wine, 
and other yum foods to share and enjoy  
the night!

4. rooFtop Films 
NYC
My Williamsburg friends and I head into 
the city for the Rooftop film series. The 
independent films are always so eclectic  
and the series runs from May through 
September. It’s different than movies in the 
park because the view is always spectacular 
(on a rooftop), there are no kids and the films 
are very avant-garde.

5. summer on the hudson: moVies 
under the stars 
NYC
I live right near Riverside Park, so every Wed 
night in July/Aug I am sitting, chilling with my 
friends—sipping wine and enjoying summer 
in the city! Free movies are shown and people 
are just so happy to be out and about.

1
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1. angel’s share 
6 Stuyvesant Street, NYC
I love this charming speakeasy. I always see 
couples here on first dates and it does set 
a really warm, cozy mood—with the most 
delicious, intoxicating cocktails!

2. Bourgeois pig 
111 east Seventh Street, NYC 
Yummy fondue makes for intimate dining 
with your date. I love this place for some of 
my most memorable dates.

3. the house 
121 east 17th Street, NYC 
This place is super cozy and has a fireplace! 
I love to go on dates here for the warmth 
and obviously the food! The truffle mac and 
cheese is the best!

4. il BuCo 
47 Bond Street, NYC
Very rustic and romantic, with perfect lighting 
to set the mood. Please save room for the 
panna cotta—it’s mind-blowing!

5. wine & roses 
286 Columbus Avenue, NYC
Dimly lit, good wine, really cozy and romantic. 
I want my future boyfriend to take me 
here—lol.

6. peasant 
194 elizabeth Street, NYC
Candlelit tables, a rustic fire burning in the 
back, amazing Italian wine list and delicious 
pasta—take your date here and they will be 
very impressed! 

7. supper 
156 east 2nd Street, NYC
The homey decor and rustic feel makes the 
date feel much more comfortable. Great 
wine list! And they have a “pay as you drink” 
option, so you can drink as much or as little 
wine as you want! So convenient.

Best Date Spot

1
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1. Brasserie BeaumarChais 
409 West 13th Street, NYC
So many people have their birthday brunch 
here because of its specialness. The food is 
unreal, the workers are so accommodating 
and the music is great! If you have a later 
brunch—it gets so fun you’ll be dancing on 
your chair in no time (literally)! They have 
the best waffles in town and your champagne 
glass is NEVER empty!

2. highBar 
251 West 48th Street, NYC
Brooklynites come here to eat, drink and hang 
out outside all day! When summer comes, 
everyone is here! (Felix, 35) 

3. paradou 
8 Little West 12th Street, NYC
Love this addition to the Meatpacking 
District. It’s nice having a drink or two while 
your toes are in the sand. Sunsets here are 
incredible! Love the lighted palm trees. 
(Tabitha, 35)

4. polar 
Hotel Marcel, 201 east 24th Street, NYC
I love this space for birthday parties, and 
the music is always so good. I really dig the 
caves in the back, tucked away from the main 
area, for some privacy. They pour really well 
here—strong drinks to get the night going!

5. stanton soCial 
99 Stanton Street, NYC
I love this tapas place, especially for brunch, 
because you don’t run in to tapas-style 
brunches all that often. The French onion 
soup dumplings and goat cheese pierogi 
should not be passed up. 

Best Birthday Party Spots

2
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2. mamoun’s 
119 Macdougal Street, NYC
When 3 a.m. hits, nothing satisfies more than 
Mamoun’s.

amanda thornquist 
Integrated Marketing Manager  
Food Network Magazine

1. Boka 
9 St. Marks Place, NYC 
Double-fried, sweet, spicy chicken wings... 
nothing more to say!

Best Late-Night Eats
3. Veselka  
144 Second Avenue, NYC
Ted Allen pops in at Veselka, a great spot 
for breakfast or a late-night snack, on Food 
Network’s The Best Thing I Ever Ate (Snack 
Attack).

4. Blue riBBon 
97 Sullivan Street, NYC
Great late-night burgers and lots of fun,  
fried stuff! (Morgan, 29)

5. great n.y. noodletown 
28 Bowery, NYC
My friends and I always hit up Noodletown 
after a night of debauchery. We are not 
alone—the lines here are insane. They 
close at 4 a.m.—so we get our noodles on 
late—and it’s so cheap! We always get their 
greatest dishes: the chow fun, the soft-shell 
crab and the most AMAZING wonton soup!

6. han Bat  
53 West 35th Street, NYC
Since discovering the bibimbap at Han Bat 
in Koreatown, I’ve welcomed the nocturnal 
hours. This unassuming 24-hr gem does the 
body right after a late night out with friends.

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

7. the meatBall shop 
84 Stanton Street, NYC
The ONE thing you want after late-night 
partying is an amazing meatball sandwich—
at least the majority of Lower East Siders do. 
This place is open till 4 a.m. and is ALWAYS 
packed. I love how you can create your own 
meatball dish! The dish to get here is the 
sliders (3 different types of meatballs—the 
pork is incredible—as are the others). I also 
like the Meatball Smash—2 balls smashed 
on a toasted brioche bun with choice of 
sauce and cheese. AMAZING! End it all with 
one of their AMAZING Ice Cream Cookie 
Sandwiches!

8. stanton soCial  
99 Stanton Street, NYC
The French Onion Soup Dumplings are a life-
changing explosion of soupy goodness in your 
mouth. Go there now.

stephanie Canning 
Coordinator, Ad Sales Marketing  
Food Network
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Best Doughnut
1. aBC kitChen  
35 east 18th Street, 7th Fl
Their glazed doughnuts are so puffy, and 
melt in your mouth. You can get them with 
chocolate sauce and butterscotch in the 
middle. I would recommend these doughnuts 
to ANYONE! So amazing!

2. BouChon Bakery 
10 Columbus Circle, NYC
OMG, their brioche-type donuts. These 
donuts are large and beyond great—albeit a 
little pricey (but SO worth the extra change!). 
Everyone raves about the passion fruit 
donut—and it is one of my favorites as well!

3. dough 
305 Franklin Avenue, Brooklyn
They are big, doughy and oh wow so good. 
The classic glaze is a must and the Nutella-
filled ones are enough to keep you coming 
back for more!

4. doughnut plant 
379 Grand Street, NYC
I know there’s a new location in the Chelsea 
Hotel, but I still can’t get over the original 
location on Grand Street. It’s small, but it’s 
where the donuts are ACTUALLY made…and 
the smells are intoxicating.

5. peter pan 
727 Manhattan Avenue, Brooklyn
LOVE this place. Walk in and you’ve been 
pulled back to 1960, where you can sit at the 
bar, have a cold glass of milk and a hot donut 
fresh from the fryer. My favorite is the red 
velvet (love that sugary glaze).

6. terroir triBeCa 
24 Harrison Street, NYC
Their doughnuts are incredible…fried to order. 
So super fresh, super light. I also love their 
coffee—rich and smooth!

7. the donut puB 
203 West 14th Street, NYC
A NY staple. I go to this place for their cake 
varieties…and the chocolate one is at the top 
of the list!

allison mCentee 
Integrated Marketing Director  
Food Network Magazine
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1. First prize pies 
120 essex Street, NYC
I am a pie freak and I come to this booth at 
least every other month to see what Allison 
and her crew has baked up! I almost died over 
her chocolate peanut butter pretzel pie—the 
flavors were INSANE! Also their Apple Cider 
Crème Pie is just magnificent! I love this place 
and their pies.

2. Four & twenty BlaCkBirds 
439 Third Avenue, NYC
People line up here for their salted caramel 
apple pie…and it sells out quickly. Get there 
when they open and eat the best piece of 
pie of your life! The black-bottom lemon and 
black-bottom oatmeal are my faves as well. 
Best pie in the city by far!

3. pies n’ thighs 
166 South 4th Street, Brooklyn
People trek here for the food, period. But 
remember the pies—especially their banana 
cream pie and chocolate peanut butter pie. 
You will most likely order another slice to take 
home for later. They are phenomenal!

Best Pie
4. momoFuku milk Bar 
251 east 13th Street
Seriously, the pie that’s perfectly named is the 
Crack Pie…because once you try it, you’re in 
need of rehab! It’s creamy, buttery and just 
the best thing you ever put in your mouth! 
The Candy Pie is a fave as well—it’s like a 
candy bar in pie form. Delish! Note: The pork 
buns must be tried as well!

5. little pie Company 
424 West 43rd Street, NYC
Everyone will tell you this is the best pie shop 
in the city—then they will begin to describe 
the Sour Cream Apple Walnut Pie and how 
it changed their life. They’re not lying! I often 
wonder what my life would be like without 
this sweet & sour, creamy, crunchy delicious 
pie. Have them warm it for you…OMG!
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Best Ice Cream
1. alphaBet sCoop 
2543 east 11th Street, NYC
Love their ice cream. A shop favorite is the 
Razzle-Dazzle—white choc ice cream with 
raspberry and chocolate chunks—delish! I am 
also a fan of their Cotton Candy ice cream.

2. Blue marBle iCe Cream 
186 underhill Avenue, Brooklyn
This ice cream is made with grass-fed 
organic milk—so it tastes so much better and 
creamier that regular ice cream. I have to say, 
their pumpkin ice cream is like eating a slice 
of pumpkin pie!

3. Brooklyn iCe Cream FaCtory 
1 Water Street, Brooklyn
Michael Psilakis cools off here. They serve 
him up a scoop of Butter Pecan Ice Cream  
on Food Network’s The Best Thing I Ever  
Ate (Nutty).

4. Chinatown iCe Cream FaCtory 
65 Bayard Street, NYC
Come here for the lychee ice cream! You will 
never taste anything like it. Frickin’ YUM!

5. Cones 
272 Bleecker Street, NYC
This Argentinean ice cream shop is by far my 
fave! The people who work here are so nice. 
The ice cream is the best! Definitely try the 
Dulce de Leche! INSANE!

6. grom 
2165 Broadway, NYC
Best gelato/ice cream spot in the city! The 
lines are insane…but when you get up to the 
counter, make sure you order the Crema di 
Grom…the wafer bits inside are AMAZING!

7. meatBall shop 
84 Stanton Street, NYC
Maybe the best ice cream sandwich I’ve ever 
had. A heaping mound of fresh and refreshing 
mint-leaf ice cream awkwardly sandwiched 
between two oversize chewy cookies. One 
chocolate chip, the other brownie.

8. ronnyBrook Farm dairy 
75 Ninth Avenue, NYC
Best ice cream you will ever have. The 
milkshakes are to die for—so thick and 
creamy! The Black and White is among 
the favorites! Their pumpkin and coconut 
chocolate flavor ice creams are incredible!

9. piattini ristorante 
9824 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn
Donatella Arpaia, of Food Network’s The Best 
Thing I Ever Ate (Chilled Perfection), loves 
the Ice Cream Sandwich at this local Italian 
favorite.

10. Coolhaus 
twitter.com/coolhausny
The cookies n’ cream ice cream with red 
velvet cookies is a must have when you make 
your custom ice cream sandwhich. Totally 
worth tracking down this truck for the funky 
flavors -- it’s a whole different kind of dessert 
experience. 
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1. agata and Valentina 
1505 First Avenue, NYC
One of the biggest gourmet markets in NYC. 
I love shopping here. Their meat and cheese 
sections are unbeatable. Their fresh pasta 
counter draws you in, as they are making it 
while you wait. Don’t get me started on their 
breads…I have to step away every time I go. 
They’re warm and delicious!

2. Bklyn larder 
228 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn
I am a huge fan of their cheese selections and 
their cheesemongers never lead you wrong! In 
their bakery they make these caramel-fudge 
squares with sea salt—I swear they are the 
most delicious things you will ever have!

3. eataly 
200 Fifth Avenue, NYC
This is NY’s newest obsession—Eataly! I 
know why—the meals are insane and the 
market is so fun to shop, with such great 
selections. I am a fan of their produce, pastry 
section, sandwich/deli section. They have the 
biggest selection of imported Italian goods.  
If you can get past the crowds, you’ll love  
this place.

Best Gourmet Market/Specialty Grocer
4. Fairway  
2328 12th Avenue, NYC
Best produce, love the cheesemonger and the 
fishmonger and am obsessed with their olive 
oil tasting area!

5. murray’s Cheese shop 
254 Bleeker Street, NYC 
I am obsessed with Murray’s and their 
passion for and knowledge of cheese. I am 
going to take a cheese class there—I am 
such a cheese junkie! My friend just took 
their Harmony of Wine and Cheese class and 
cannot stop talking about it.

6. a&s pork store 
8614 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn
On Food Network’s FoodNation with Bobby 
Flay, Bobby shops at A & S Pork Store, in 
Park Slope.

7. Citarella ultimate  
gourmet market  
2135 Broadway, NYC
Bobby Flay visits Citarella Fine Foods, a 
gourmet market selling prime meats, fresh 
seafood and fresh pastas, on Food Network’s 
FoodNation with Bobby Flay.

8. zaBar’s 
2245 Broadway, NYC 
On Giada’s Weekend Getaways, Giada De 
Laurentiis shops and snacks at Zabar’s, a 
legendary grocery store that’s lived on the 
UWS for over 70 years.

9. despana 
408 Broome Street, NYC
A super authentic Spanish experience—and 
so many different things to sample. It gets 
dangerous for your wallet, because there’s 
just so much you want to buy!

3
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1. mr. khan’s Best halal Food 
West 45th Street, between Fifth and  
Sixth Avenues, NYC
This food cart serves hearty helpings of 
fragrant and flavorful Middle Eastern comfort 
food—I’m there once a week! My favorite? 
The chicken and rice platter, served with 
salad, red and white sauces. Satisfying, 
delicious AND a bargain at only $4. If you’re 
really hungry, the large order is $6.

rose BleszCz 
Director, Interactive Ad Sales Marketing  
FoodNetwork.com

2. kimChitruCk 
twitter.com/kimchitruck
Single-handedly bringing flavor back to the 
workweek lunch hour.

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

3. korilla BBq 
www.korillabbq.com
I love the build-your-own approach to its 
dishes. The Wild Child combination with 
house-made tofu, sticky rice, veggies and the 
addictive korilla sauce! Their Rib-Eye of the 
Tiger tacos are really popular, as well!

Best Food Truck
4. riCkshaw dumpling truCk 
twitter.com/rickshawtruck
Oh sweet Lord, these dumplings are to die 
for! I love the pork and chicken and Thai basil. 
I love this truck!

5. sChnitzel & things  
schnitzelandthings.com
When I run in to this amazing truck, I order 
up my favorite meal for lunch—The Platter—
which includes schnitzel (killer!) and two 
sides—definitely order the Austrian potato 
salad (God has to have made this dish!) and 
cucumber salad (delicious!).

6. souVlaki gr 
twitter.com/souvlakitruck
IMHO Souvlaki GR is the only food truck in 
NYC that truly serves up authentic Greek 
street food! Their pork gyro is irresistible and 
the Feta Fries—GET THEM!

7. sweetery nyC 
twitter.com/sweeterynyc 
I hunt this truck down for obvious reasons—
they have some items that my taste buds 
crave on a weekly basis. Three items you 
must get: the vanilla pastry cream-filled 
brioche (INSANE), pumpkin whoopie pie 
(legendary!), the macarella—two coconut 
macaroons sandwiching Nutella (orgasmic!).

8. taim moBile 
twitter.com/taimmobile
The line for this truck is insane—but I 
would wait hours for their falafel sandwich 
(green falafel, hummus, Israeli salad, pickled 
cabbage, tahini sauce). Their hummus is the 
best I ever had!

9. the treats truCk 
www.treatstruck.com
This truck is not only environmentally 
friendly (runs on compressed natural gas), 
but it serves up the most amazing brownies 
and peanut-butter sandwich cookies. Don’t 
leave this truck without getting the Oatmeal 
Jammy. You can thank me later. 

10. Van leeuwen artisan iCe Cream 
twitter.com/vlaic 
Where else can you get butterfat ice cream 
in the city? Nowhere but at the Van Leeuwen 
truck. You won’t look at ice cream the same 
way again. I am not a fan of vanilla ice 
cream—until I see this truck and then I am 
in love! They sometimes have the Earl Grey 
ice cream—if they don’t have it on the menu, 
ask for it. It is truly the best! They also serve 
Intelligencia Coffee—which is a perk!

11. waFels and dinges 
twitter.com/waffletruck
OMG, for waffle freaks nationwide—this truck 
is our dealer! They serve up fluffy yet crunchy 
waffles all day long! I have tried both their 
savory waffles (OMG, the PulledPorkwafel 
is THE BOMB!) and the sweet ones (my 
favorite—Liege waffle with Nutella and 
strawberries with powdered sugar). Seriously, 
this truck is spotted and people run for it!
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1. grand army plaza greenmarket  
Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn
As big as the Union Square greenmarket but 
not as crowded! Great cheese here (best goat 
cheese ever from the goat lady!), fish and 
flowers! I have also made friends with the 
Herb Lady—she gives you such wonderful 
information on how to perk up recipes with 
her freshly grown herbs!

2. new amsterdam market  
South Street Seaport, NYC
Sundays are my favorite day of the week 
because of this farmers’ market. Foodies 
come together for this FM—and drool as 
they walk along! I live for the Luke’s Lobster, 
Porchetta, Newyorkina Pops booths! They 
know me by name!

3. stiles Farmers market  
352 West 52nd Street, NYC
I come to this farmers’ market every weekend 
to get my coffee beans…cheap, cheap, cheap 
and good, good, good! Everything here is 
cheap—really—especially for NY. Where else 
can you pay $1 for a head of lettuce,  $1 for 
a pound of tomatoes, $1.50 for a carton of 
eggs! Incredible!

4. the greenmarket  
union Square, Broadway at 14th and  
17th Street, NYC
Oldie but a goodie. Nothing makes me 
happier than walking through Union Square 
Greenmarket before noon on a Saturday 
before New York wakes up. Buy whatever 
looks good that day and figure out how you’ll 
cook it later.

Best Farmers’ Market

1
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1. Big apple BBq  
10 Madison Square Park, NYC
My secret: To avoid the crowds, make it an 
early lunch on Sunday around 11 a.m. Unless 
you’re flying down to Memphis in May, this is 
the best chance to taste some of the nation’s 
best competition-circuit BBQ! If you want to 
sample some true southern hospitality, just 
stop by to say hi to the folks of Ubon’s BBQ.

matthew litman 
Associate Account Executive  
FoodNetwork.com

2. 9th aVenue international  
Food FestiVal  
(May 14–15) 
NYC
I love going to this festival with my friends. 
It’s voted one of the best street festivals 
in the city and I agree. I feel like I am on a 
voyage through every country on the map: 
Poland, Italy, Spain and Greece, plus Asia and 
many other nations. The cultural energy is 
infectious! You may need to walk off all the 
deliciousness this festival serves up!

3. nyC Vegetarian Food FestiVal 
(April 3) 
135 West 18th Street
This festival may have passed but I swear 
it sounds like a veggie lover’s fave! Great 
for people with different diet disciplines, 
who simply want to find out more about 
living a healthy lifestyle. New York City’s top 
vegetarian restaurants and food companies 
serve food here. Yum!

4. taste oF the Village  
(September) 
NYC
With the purchase of a ticket, you’ll enjoy 
more restaurants and more wines from 
Village vendors. What I love besides the food 
and drink is the fact that it helps raise funds 
to remodel and maintain the Village.

5. smorgasBurg 
27 North 6th Street, Brooklyn
There’s so many vendors to choose from 
-- about 100 different stands to check out. 
And so much good, local food. Plus, it’s right 
on the water, so the festival is a great way 
to spend an afternoon when the weather’s 
nice. Try the lobster rolls from the Red Hook 
Lobster Pound – they are to die for!

Best Food Festival

1
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